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Legality vs. Tradition 

 

In ham radio we often come across a “grey” area where tradition meets law; often things that have been done 

forever are thought of as law. Conversely, things that go against tradition are often thought to be illegal. 

Everyone is quick to tell you when something is illegal but quickly fades when you ask him to show you why. It 

often degrades to “Well, that is how it has always been done.” I have ran into one such convergence and wanted 

to present it to the masses. 

One night my girlfriend and I were traveling home from a restaurant a couple hours away. She had been 

studying for her license but had not yet passed the test. She indicated that she would like to speak with 

someone. She was already familiar with the rules of amateur radio because she had studied for her technician 

class license. I had already educated her on the syntax of communications and all the rules of what was and was 

not acceptable. Per my instructions she picked up the microphone and stated “KC6WTA third party, 

monitoring”. 

A local ham heard this and responded to her but apparently he did not hear the “third party” because when she 

said she was using my callsign until she got hers he came unglued on her stating she had broken the law and not 

to use the radio without a callsign. I immediately took the mic from her and said “This is Christophor Ronk, 

KC6WTA, I am the control operator for this station and she is using my station with my consent as third party 

traffic”. Shortly thereafter I was confronted with emails, phone calls and arguments in person by several hams 

that overheard stating I had broken the rules on third party traffic. They stated I must first ID and then identify 

her as third party before handing over the microphone. I read the ENTIRE part 97 regulations and the only part 

I could find was 97.115(b) “The third party may participate in stating the message where the control operator 

is present at the control point and is continuously monitoring and supervising the third party's participation”. I 

then published this and offered $100.00 to anyone who could show me WHY it is illegal with no response. 

It has now died down and been all but forgotten. Only occasionally someone will bring it up in an attempt to 

taunt me. I now post it here to give others the opportunity to add any knowledge to this debate… legal or illegal 

and why? Melinda has since received her ham ticket (KG6ZBK) and currently uses my station with her own 

callsign which seems to be fine with the gurus. 

In order to not rock the boat I conduct third party usage of my equipment in the prescribed “traditional way” 

however I am steadfast in my determination that no law was ever broken and should the necessity ever arise I 

will not hesitate to do it again. 

 

Field Day 2005  

 

The object of Field Day is to work as many stations as possible on any and all amateur bands 
(excluding the 60, 30, 17, and 12-meter bands) and in doing so to learn to operate in abnormal 
situations in less than optimal conditions. A premium is placed on developing skills to meet the 
challenges of emergency preparedness as well as to acquaint the general public with the capabilities 
of Amateur Radio. 



This years feild day will be held at Gene's IJD house on June 25-26. Set up will start around noon and 
we will be running until noon on the 26. Any one is welcome to come out and work or just watch all 
the activites.   

 
 

 

 

HAM RADIO TRIVIA 

 
1.   A 6J6 is a: 

 High power beam tetrode   
 Triode 

 Double triode 
 A brand of beer made by Collins Radio.   

 

2. What is the ideal bandwidth of a PSK-31 Signal? 

 3 KHz   

 1.5 KHz   

 500 Hz   
 31 Hz 

 

3.   What was the first image transmitted by the earliest television prototype? 

 Pres. Warren G. Harding   

 Fielix the cat 
 Philo T. Farnsworth 

 King Kong. 

Answers for the March edition of Ham Radio trivia 

1.  21,000 Kilohertz   

2.  All of the above  

3. A wide bandwidth antenna made of several parallel wires. 

 

 

 


