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Minutes of The February GBARC Meeting  

Checkins:  

Gene IJD, Merv MVS ,Tom TS, Bob LKD, Jim CJM, Chris MUM, Bill HMZ, Bill DIQ, Stan ZON, Bob DRB, 

Aubrey TUQ, Dave DXO, Percy BBD, Norm NBJ, Norm MTV, Bob NX. 

The meeting was brought to order by Net Control Gene VE3IJD at 7:00 pm 
Minutes:   

The minutes of the last GBARC meeting were read by Tom TS. A motion by Jim CJM to accept the minutes as 

read, seconded by Stan ZON, carried. 
Treasurers Report:  

Bob LKD delivered the treasurers report and updated the net with membership changes indicating that 38 

members have renewed for 2004 thus far. Bob also gave a report on our post office box and its upcoming 

annual fees. Motion to accept the minutes and to authorize payment of the PO box fee, raised by Tom TS, 

Seconded by Bob LKD, carried. A further motion by Norm MTV to send the RAC QSL Bureau $10 to cover 

postage etc, seconded by Stan ZON, carried. 
OLD BUSINESS 
Flower Pot Callsign:  

Gene inquired as to the status of the callsign purchase as outlined in last months minutes. Bob NX reports the forms are 

filled out and will be sent out at the end of February. 

 Adult Learning Festival:  

Gene has contacted the group and as they firm up their plans we will be contacted sometime in June. 

 ZEHR’s Tapes:  

Just a reminder to use the GBARC box at Zehr’s for your grocery tapes. Thanks to Susan TLK for all her efforts.  

 WNYSORC:  

Recent communications with the WNYSORC have not been constructive. They have demanded changes to the hardware 

on the repeater and so far have been unmoved by any requests to the contrary. It appears that the move from Barrow 

Bay to Wiarton is considered a major move by WNYSORC and therefore the original arrangement is not suitable. It was 

the opinion of the President that we would keep things as they were. 

 Boy Scouts Harrison Park:  

This weekend is the date for this annual scout outing. It will start Saturday at noon, so if you are coming, come by the 

Harrison Park parking lot around 10:30 am. 

 GOTA:  

Is planned for Feb 21st and 22nd. Volunteers are always welcome. 

Youth Group:  

Norm NBJ informed the group that a report was sent to the College Manager which was discussed with the teachers and 

the student council. It was the opinion of this group that the idea of an Amateur Radio Youth Group would not work out 

and suggested some alternative schools. 



 International Plowing Match (IPM) : 

Gene has the loan of 2 BELL tents for he IPM if we take part in this event. Other groups that have offered their services 

have been granted free admission to the grounds and it was the feeling that this should be granted to our group also. 

Apparently the admission is steep for the whole event which would make it less than desirable to some members. Gene 

also communicated that the callsign VE3REX would be loaned to us by the Ottawa ARC as well as some sample graphics 

for a QSL card. http://www.ipm2004.ca/ 

NEW BUSINESS 
RAC Membership:  

Gene initiated a discussion on the benefits of RAC Membership. The fact that RAC is our only national voice for amateur 

radio would make one think that the majority of Canadian hams are RAC members. Sadly this is not the case. 

Considering that most hams have lots of opinions and plenty to say, it seems odd that they see no need for a voice on 

the world stage. A few ideas to encourage RAC membership were tossed around with Tom TSA and Chris MUM 

suggesting we ponder this for a while and discuss it again at the next meeting.  

 VE3GBT WIARTON Repeater:  

Gene reports that he has not heard from NAV Canada about the VE3GBT repeater and the positioning of our antenna on 

their tower. There was also an idea of having a breakfast in our room at the Wiarton Airport. That being said, we could 

do with a few tables and some chairs for the room. The room is always locked but the key is available at any time. 

Flower Pot: 

Chris and Jim have contacted the Lighthouse Executive and are happy to report their continued support of GBARC and 

the Flower Pot Island DXpeition. A discussion followed and it was agreed to keep the same weekend as last year, 

July31st to August 2nd. Lighthouse hunters have the added enjoyment of the annual “Lighthouses On the Air” the 

following weekend, August 7th & 8th. Keep and eye on the DX Cluster. 

SPLITRAIL FESTIVAL:  

This year the Splitrail Festival in Flesherton will be September 26th to 28th. Due to a recent fire it’s likely the arena area 

will change somewhat. All members are encouraged to attend and be part of the GBARC display at the Splitrail. 

http://www.splitrailfestival.com/ 

 MEMBERSHIP LEVELS: 

Tom TS inquired as to why the membership levels seem lower than last year. The treasurer explained that since several 

members have not been to club meetings in the past few months and so haven't had a reminder to renew.  A motion 

was raised by Tom TS to produce a mailing to those former members who have not yet renewed for 2004. Seconded by 

Bob DRB, carried. 

  

Motion to adjourn by Gene IJD, 8:27pm 

 



 



International Morse Code Gets New ITU Home, 
New Character 

 

The 2003 World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-03) may have eliminated the treaty requirement for 

prospective amateurs to demonstrate Morse code proficiency to gain HF access, but the International 

Telecommunication Union (ITU) hasn't forgotten Morse code altogether. In Geneva on December 5, the ITU 

Radiocommunication Sector (ITU-R) Study Group 8 agreed on the wording of a Draft New Recommendation 

ITU-R M.[MORSE] that specifies the international Morse code character set and transmission procedures. It 

also includes a new Morse code character to cover the "@"; symbol used in e-mail addresses.  

Once it's made available in English, French and Spanish, the draft new recommendation will go out to ITU 

member-states using a new procedure for simultaneous adoption and approval. On December 3, the draft new 

recommendation won the approval of Working Party 8A, which is responsible for the Land Mobile and 

Amateur services.  

Within the ITU, the international Morse code has been defined by the Telecommunication Standardization 

Sector (ITU-T), which is responsible for the public telephone and telegraph network--mostly landline. A couple 

of years ago, the ARRL pointed out to the US delegation to the ITU Radiocommunication Advisory Group that 

Morse code's role more properly resides in the radiocommunication realm, not wire, and should be the 

responsibility of ITU Radiocommunication Sector (ITU-R).  

The transfer was agreed to, and International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) President Larry Price, W4RA, 

proposed the draft new recommendation at the November-December Working Group 8A meeting. The draft 

new recommendation is almost unchanged from its ITU-T text.  

"No one wanted to disturb something with more than 150 years of history," said ARRL Technical Relations 

Manager Paul Rinaldo, W4RI.  

To keep up with the times, however, the IARU proposed adding a new character--the commercial "at" or @ 

symbol--to permit sending e-mail addresses in Morse code. The draft new recommendation proposes using the 

letters A and C run together (.--.-.) to represent the @ symbol.  

While the draft new recommendation is still a working document, its expected to become a Recommendation 

within six months or so, pending approval by member-states.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

YOUTH GROUP   

 

 
Those of you who attended the Field Day version of the general GBARC meeting heard me speak of a youth 

group supported by GBARC. In the past, too much time and effort putting together very good training sessions 

resulted in new hams (young & old) not getting on the air or some not even being heard from again. Some of these 

fine recruits were sons or daughters of our own members.We all recognize    that topics heard on most of our 

repeaters are not youth related. I'd like you to try and  help me change that.  

 

My ideas would be to: 

  

1 Have a meeting of the "minds" with some interested young attending 

2 Organize a group of youth with a maximum age limit (19) 

3 
Have them run for office and set up a typical slate of Officers, including a Pres,vice Pres,Sec, and  

Program director and a liaison back to the main GBARC 

4 
Have GBARC show a financial commitment to them for funding of start-up projects (set up a limit) 

5 Have a meeting place and time to possibly coincide with our general meetings with the youth splitting 

away for their own meeting 

6 
Give them time for CW practice on the GBARC repeater for those who want to upgrade licenses 

7 Have a GBARC committee that will assist with projects and general youth activities other than the 

present GBARC executive 

8 Any other ideas that arise from point # 1 

  

  
Now that you're reading this, please think about how YOU can commit to such a worthy cause 

such as keeping this club alive with youth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Swap Shop  

 

For Sale 

TS-690 

HF plus 6 Meters 

 Asking $1000.00 

John Fox 

R.R.#2 

Tara, Ontario, Canada 

N0H-2N0 

  

Icom IC-551d 

100 watt 6 Meter All Mode 

 $550Bob Vary 

R.R.#8 

Owen Sound, Ontario, Canada 

N4K-5W4 

519-376-8060 

  

Kenwood TS-520 

HF Transceiver 

 Asking $275.00 

Bob Vary 

R.R.#8 

Owen Sound, Ontario, Canada 

N4K-5W4 

519-376-8060 

  

MFJ Antenna Tuner 

MFJ-901b 

 Asking $40.00 

 Bob Vary 

R.R.#8 

Owen Sound, Ontario, Canada 

N4K-5W4 

519-376-8060 

  
REIS 25 Amp P.S. 

German Made 

 Asking $100.00 

 Bob Vary 

R.R.#8 

Owen Sound, Ontario, Canada 

N4K-5W4 

519-376-8060 

  

  

Do you have some ham equipment for sale or are you looking for something, well then what better place to do that then 

in the GBARC feedback. If you are looking for something or have something for sale just send your name Callsign and 

what you have for sale to ve3seg@rogers.com where it will be posted in the swap shop section of the GBARC feedback 

and on the GBARC Web Page.  

 

 



 

HAM RADIO TRIVIA 
 

1.   What is the opposite of "conductance"?  

Luminance 
Resistance 
Reactance 
Brilliance 

2.   Who introduced learning code by the word method? 

Russ Farnsworth     
Guglielmo Marconi     

James Watt   

John Glenn 

 

3.   The Echophone line of radios was produced by which manufacturer? 

Eicho 

Hallicrafters 

Gonset 

Hammerlund 

Answers for the Febuary edition of Ham Radio trivia 

1. Jameson 

2. Adds inductive reactance 

3. 1933 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MESSAGE FROM THE NEWSLETTER TEAM 

 
Have you made an interesting contact or read a really interesting article that you think others would like? well 

then what better way of doing that then in the GBARC newsletter. The GBARC newsletter is always looking 

for interesting stories so if you have one done be a chicken be a ham and send it to Steven VE3SEG and Barry 

VA3WBG at ve3seg@rogers.com   

 

From The Mailbox 

 

ZEROBEAT 

 THE BRUCE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB NEWSLETTER  

IS NOW POSTED 73 DE JIM COVERLEY VE3OVV  

http://www.brucearc.on.ca 

 

When in Barrie stop in at the Barrie Amateur Radio Club Meeting 

Georgian college, Rowntree Theatre 

Date: TBA Time: 7:30 PM 

 73 de ken ve3kpp 

 
 


