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GBARC meetings are held on the 4th Tuesday of 

every month except July and August at the Georgian Yatch 

Club, 2475 3rd Ave West, Owen Sound. 

Breakfast meetings are held at the Rockford Esso at 

9:00 a.m. on the 2nd saturday of the month and every 2nd Sat 

after that. 

Nets 80 metre net on Sunday at 9:30 a.m. on 3.783 Mhz. 

Two metre net on Thursday at 9 p.m. on VE3OSR 146.94-

Mhz. 

  

Minutes of February 23, 1999 

 

Chris VA3MUM, Jim VA3CJM 

Meeting was called to order by President Kim VE3DXE at 1930. There were 22 members and  

2 guests in attendance. 

 

The minutes of January 26 were distributed and accepted as printed. Motion by Jim CJM and seconded by 

Bernie BQM. 

 

The Treasurer, Jim CJM reported on our bank balance. The 3 club licenses are due for renewal as outstanding 

expenses. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Martha SBD reported on the Heritage Mall CNIB display. Thank you to all who helped with the booth setup 

and time during the day to stay at the booth. Generally it was felt there was good interest from the public and 

worthwhile to be there. 

 

Carl BY reported on the progress of the "Code" nights at the yacht club. The group, {of approx. 14} has been 

meeting every Tuesday night for 4 weeks. There will be one more week at the club and practice is most every 

night at 8:30 on 146.94 MHz.  

 

In discussion on holding Field Day again this year, the yacht club upper level was another idea for a possible 

site. Jim CJM will check into permission from the club to use this area. Jim CJM and Carl BY obtained a cost of 

$150.00 to rent a construction trailer for the weekend if the club decided to use this rather than the tent. A 

discussion followed with some members wanting to research further to find another price for trailers. If anyone 

knows of alternate places to rent would you please notify either Carl BY or Jim CJM with the information. 

 

The March meeting is the last chance to enter ideas for club QSL cards. Bring your ideas! 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Kim DXE will contact Nick MWU to find out if he wishes to remain the area examiner.  

 

Aubrey TUQ is arranging a seminar on Lightening Protection and will try to hold the event in a central location 

for the area clubs to have worthwhile attendance. 

 



Jim CJM handed out new membership cards and the updated list. Please let him know if you have an e-mail 

address. The executive would like to know how many are obtaining the newsletter from the web site, which 

would decrease the number of mailings. 

 

Show and Tell ... 

 

Joe JNA brought in an oscillator he built. He is willing to share the plans with anyone interested. Kim DXE 

brought in a certificate she received for First Place in Ontario, received in the Atlantic QSO Party in  

September 98. Grant GCQ brought in a self-generating radio and demonstrated how is works and some of the 

bands it receives on. 

 

The winner of the 50/50 draw was Martha SBD . 

 

Motion to close the meeting was made by John TXB. Seconded by Joe JNA 

Message from the President: Kim VE3DXE 

Hello to all. Well I guess my holiday is over and now I have to get back into the swing of things. Holidays go 

by too fast especially when you have that nice warm Florida sunshine. For those who don't know what on earth 

I'm talking about, Carl and I were in Florida for a week. It's sure nice to see a good turnout for the "CW" course. 

Soon we will have lots of HF operators on the air. Just a reminder that " Field Day" is getting close we will be 

looking for volunteers for the event. This year Field day is going to be held at the Yacht club, there is an open 

space beside the Marine View restaurant, which will be a great spot to set up our station and get the Media 

involved. We will discuss this more at the meetings so stay tuned. Speaking about meetings, its nice to see an 

interest in the "show and tell" part of our meetings. It's neat to see all these gadgets and projects that everyone is 

bringing in. I would like to encourage more to participate in bringing in any projects, creations or stuff you 

picked up at a flea market. Bring it in and do a little talk on it. The QSL's cards are due for March's meeting. 

Any ideas on the club's QSL card write them down or sketch up a card and bring it to the meeting. See You 

Then..  

73's KIM VE3DXE  

 

THE ANTENNA RAISING INCIDENT: 

============================= 

( Did you ever have "one of those days"? ) 

 

I'm writing in response to your request for additional 

information for Block Number 3 of the Accident Reporting 

Form. I put "poor planning" as the cause of my accident. 

You said in your letter I should explain more fully, and I  

trust the following details will be sufficient. 

 

"I am an amateur radio operator and on the day of the 

accident I was working alone on the top section of my  

new 80' tower. When I had completed my work, I discovered 

that I had, over the course of several trips up the tower, 

brought up about 300 lbs. of tools and hardware. Rather than 

carry the now un-needed tools and materials down by hand, 

I decided to lower the items down in a small barrel by using 

a pulley, which fortunately was attached to the gin pole at the top of the tower." 



 

"Securing the rope at ground level, I went to the top of the 

tower and loaded the tools and materials into the barrel; 

I went back to the ground and untied the rope holding it 

tightly to insure a slow desent of the 300 lbs. of tools. You 

will note in Block Number 11 of the Accident Reporting Form, 

I weigh only 155 lbs." 

 

"Due to my surprise at being jerked off the ground so suddenly, 

I lost my presence of mind and forgot to let go of the rope. 

Needless to say, I proceeded at a rather rapid rate of speed up 

the side of the tower. In the vicinity of the 40' level, I met the 

barrel coming down; this explains the fractured skull and broken 

collarbone. Slowed only slightly, I continued my rapid ascent, 

not stopping until the fingers of my right hand were two knuckles deep into the pulley." 

 

"Fortunately, by this time, I had regained my presence of mind 

and was able to hold on to the rope in spite of the pain. At 

approximately the same time, however, the barrel of tools hit 

the ground and the bottom fell out of the barrel. Devoid of the 

weight of the tools, the barrel now weighed approximately 20 lbs. 

I refer you again to my weight in Block Number 11. As you might 

imagine, I began a rapid desent down the side of the tower. In the 

vicinity of the 40' level, I met the barrel coming up; this accounts 

for the two fractured ankles and the lacerations on my legs and lower body." 

 

"The encounter with the barrel slowed me enough to lessen my 

injuries when I fell on the pile of tools, and fortunately only 

3 vertabrae were cracked. I'm sorry to report, however, that as 

I lay there on the tools, in pain, unable to stand, and watching 

the empty barrel 80' above me, I again lost my presence of mind. 

I let go of the rope..." 

 
73 & May the FARCE be with you! Clinton, AB7RG. 

[ AB7RG @ K5LRS.#NWAR.AR.USA.NA ] 

 

New Ham in Fergus 

Hello all, say hello to Tony N4XEB, who has recently moved to the Fergus area. 

sandracl@bigfoot.com 
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QSL Card Contest 

We have talked about this several times at our meetings, and procrastinator me, have just remembered to 

include it in the newsletter. For those of you who have no idea what I'm talking about here goes. The club 

would like to have a QSL card printed for use at fieldday or whenever someone sends us their card. So if you 

are the artistic type or even if you aren't, fire up your paint program and make up a design using the call 

VE3OST. As far as what information to have on the card, it would be useful to have boxes to include the 

pertinent QSO information such as callsign, date, time, frequency, signal report and mode. The winner of this 

contest will receive our unending gratitude and well as considerable prestige and honour. Ya just can't get that 

at Canadian Tire at any price. 

  

High Frequency Active Auroral Research Program 

Follow the "1999 HARRP Test" windows. This 320kw station is going to perform 30min's of testing from 

Alaska on 6.9mhz and 3.4mhz and requires amateurs to monitor and QSL the report. The date is March 26 and 

March 27. 73's Carl 

 

  

The Ontario Award  

The "Ontario Award" is sponsored by the Ontario DX Association. We are launching this award in 1999 in 

celebration of our organization's 25th anniversary.  

This award is available world-wide to any amateur making successful two-way contact with the 48 political 

subdivisions of Ontario along with VE3ODX (club station of the Ontario DX Association) and VA3RAC 

(Ontario club station of Radio Amateurs of Canada). This award is also available to shortwave listeners.  

Contacts must have been made after April 1, 1999 and can be on any band or mode. Repeater contacts do not 

qualify.  

Applicants for the award must submit $5.00 Canadian (or equivalent) or 5 IRC'S along with a log extract (No 

QSL cards are required) certified by two executive members of a recognized amateur radio club, association or 

society OR where no amateur radio club, association or society exists the log extract may be certified by two 

amateurs holding whatever the highest license grade is in the applicants country.  

Submit applications for the award to: Ontario Award, Ontario DX Association, P.O. Box 161, Station A, 

Willowdale, Ontario M2N 5S8 Canada.  



Those who are working towards this award are reminded that the best opportunities for obtaining this award are 

during the annual Ontario QSO Party held the last weekend of April each year and during the annual RAC 

Canada Day and RAC Winter Contests when large numbers of Ontario stations are on the air.  

The political subdivisions of Ontario are:  

ALGOMA DISTRICT KENORA DISTRICT PERTH COUNTY  

BRANT COUNTY  KENT COUNTY PETERBOROUGH COUNTY 

BRUCE COUNTY LAMBTON COUNTY PRESCOTT-RUSSEL COUNTY 

COCHRANE DISTRICT  LANARK COUNTY PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY 

DUFFERIN COUNTY  LEEDS-GRENVILLE COUNTY RAINY RIVER DISTRICT 

DURHAM REGION LENNOX-ADDINGTON COUNTY  RENFREW COUNTY 

ELGIN COUNTY MANITOULIN DISTRICT  SIMCOE COUNTY  

ESSEX COUNTY  MIDDLESEX COUNTY  STORMONT-DUNDAS-GLENGARRY COUNTY  

FRONTENAC COUNTY MUSKOKA DISTRICT SUDBURY DISTRICT 

GREY COUNTY  NIAGARA REGION THUNDER BAY DISTRICT  

HALDIMAND-NORFOLK REGION  NIPISSING DISTRICT TIMISKAMING DISTRICT  

HALIBURTON DISTRICT NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY CITY OF TORONTO 

HALTON REGION  OXFORD COUNTY VICTORIA COUNTY 

HAMILTON-WENTWORTH REGION OTTAWA-CARLETON DISTRICT  WATERLOO REGION  

HASTINGS COUNTY PARRY SOUND DISTRICT WELLINGTON COUNTY 

HURON COUNTY PEEL REGION YORK REGION 

  

Canadians Talking to Canadians 

 

Wasn't it wonderful to hear "wall to wall" Canadians filling the bands during the RAC Winter Contest 
on December 27? Doesn't it bear out the contention that if you give Canadian Amateurs something 

worthwhile to work on they will be there on the air in droves? 
 

If you enjoy operating across Canada, or even just in your own province, we have a hundred 
information packages waiting to be mailed out outlining a "Canadians Talking to Canadians" 

operating program. This is NOT a contest as there is no time limit and no QSLs. It invites you to log 
VE! VAs across Canada, or just within your own province for points, leading to The Canadian 

Provinces Award, Bronze, Silver or Gold. To date, over 15000 Canadian QSOs have taken place 
enjoying this exercise, and hey,.. it's good for Canadian Amateur Radio. 

 
Send your request for an information package to the address below, or give your call name to a 

controller on TP Net on 7055, 9 to 5 daily  
 

Eric Olsen, VE3GGO 
Awards Chairman 

Heritage Amateur Radio Club 
of Cobourg/Port Hope, ON. 


