. ask”anyone who




FR™M THE PRESIDENT:

Clecsnalloaaaell: there sure is a lot of magic in that pair
~f letters, richt? ... Wrong! At least a noed many "prefessional®
Hams would have us believa that therce should not e any inexplicable
ormystical influences that result ln uncontrelable contacts on the
air, especially when working DX.

They say that a Ham sheuld have more than a mere token knowledge
ef his antenna; to know what 1ts capabilities and limitations are,
what signals it will bring in when aligned in any given direction,
at any specific time of theday, and from where these signals will
originate, They say that he should have full understanding of band
condicicns, sun spot activity, skip, weather cecnditicns, and the
capability of his rig, to the extent that he will know, with a good
deal of certainty, who is going to answer his CQ.

Well, I suspect that the large majority of Hams are sufficiently
"amateurish" that they do not have all that knnwledge at their
fingertips.....nor dc they want te. To them, I say "fine business",
because it seams te me, that a cers-n can become s» enwrapped with
studying all ¢f the hariables, consulting charts, graphs and so en,
and can became s» preficient, thot he has lost the ability tea really
enjoy the hasic charactcLis_ics cf his hokbby.

To the true Ham, the ultimate measure of satisfactioen commences
with the uncertainty ard anticipaticnwhen sending cut n €Q, and not
having the slightest ideasf who is goinly to answer it. Who among you,
has not experienced that thrill? Hew many no longer enjoy that
element ofsurprise?

8 SO.sosaslong mag amateur radio h-ld its fas-ination fer the many
present and future adhorentsg; and may it neverkrecome so perfect, so
structured, ani so precise, thnt we will not know its many pleasures.

VE3DXO

The next club meeting will be held sn Jan. 28, at the CIAG
Commputer Building, Owen Sound. Hope t¢ see ycu there.

This isue of Feed Back is belng Anne en cwer own copying
machine. Thig 1s the first time we have been totaly independant
fer enspying and I think this is a mile stone for ower club.

Y3, VE3HIZ




A VISIT FRCM ST. NICHOLAS
with apelecgies to Clemept Ciarke Mooure
by John Edgar VEUDLT

'Twas the nlght before Christmas, and down in the shack
I was tuning the bands, befcre hitting -the sack;

The Heath catalogue lay by the chimney with care,

In hepes that St. Nichnlas s2on wnuld be there;

The kid was settled all snug in his bed,

While visiens ~f CB slang ran through his head;

AAd mamma in her kerchief had long been asleep,

While I worked some DX that just wouldn't keeo
When out ~n the lawn there arose such a racket,

I theught sure the tower had broken & bracket.
Upstairs to the window I flew like a flash,

Lesking to see what had caused such a crash.

The moon ,as it hung in the sky all aglow,
Made it easy t~ see the antennas Lelow;
When what sh-uld I see draped o'er the 20 meter beam
But a miniature sleigh and an eight-reindeer team,
With a little e¢ld driver , his hat all askey,
Who cursed them all rcundly Ttil the air turned to blue,
HE got them untangled and cnhward they caome,
And he whistled and shouted and called them by name;
"Now, Kenwnnd! nzw, Collins! new, Yeathkit and Yaesul
ON, Atlas! an,Drakel cn, Icom and Trio!l
Watch out frr the dipole, there by ~he walll
Now, dash away, dash away, dash away alltlw

So up to the hcouse-tnp the coursers they flew,
With the sleigh full of ioys—-—-find S%t. Nicholas too.
And then in B twinkling I heard ¢n the roof

The shingles all cracking beneath each tiny h»nof.
As T drew in my head, and cracked it on the sash,

Down the chimeny St. Nich~lns came with a crash.
He smelled like a reindeer from his head to his foot,
And his clcthes were all tarnished with ashes and sont;
A bundle of toys he hed slung on his back,
And he looked like he'd just come frem Radio Shack.
His eyes hardly focused! He'd had far teo mush sherry!
His cheeks were like roses, his rose like a cherryj
All in all he seemed to have guite a glcw,
And the beard on hils chin was as white as the snow.
A Aollar cigar he had stuck in-his face,

nd he'd sz~n scattered ashes all over the place.

e had a broad face, and a rcund little gut

That sheok, when he laughed, like he was some kind of nut,
He was chubby and plump---he was Jolly alright,
And I laughed, when I saw him, the rest of the night,
A blink of his eyes and a twist of his head

Seon gave me to know he'd like something red.

He sprke net a word, but went straigh+ to his work,
And filled all the stnckings; then turned like a Jerk,
And laying five fingers alcng side his snnot.

He rose back up the chimney---bef-~re I gave him a boot.
He reeled +- his sleigh, to his temm gave a wnilstle,




LIGHTNING AND YQUR SHACK

. It is not the intentien of thisarticle to suggest that ynu
ground all your gear with copper straps the size af your wrist,
make yeur shack intd a Farraday cage or lower all yeur aerials %o
within ten feet of the gr8und. No one would de any of these things
andpretectien from lightning would suffer.

Instead let us fecus upon a fewef the simplest metheds which
might help to reduce the chances of damagecausedby lightning.
Remember that no methed yet disceveéred is pesitive proof against a
direct hit. AIl the following and other precautiens do is increase
the odds against getting your shack zapped by a nearby hit.

2 _

1. Invest in a greundeéd co-ax switch and use this every night when
yeu cease operating. Heathkit's 5 positien medel appears to be least
expensive,

-

' 2. Elmenco plugs, the kind with two fuses inside have been shown
to prevent lightning damage by blowing first -~ protecting the circuit.
Afew of these might be well worth the cost.

3. Ground the chassis of all equiprent at your eperating pesitinn.

—_ This is as much for protection against short cilrcuits as for lightning.
Me one likes a hot chassis. A piece af #10 wire installed today is
better than a heavy gauge copper braid which ycu never seem to get
around to installing.

4, The Joslyn Electronic Systems, Goleta Califcrnia manufactures
lightning arresters which attach to the power mains box. The medel
#1245-01 appears adequate fmr amateur installations. These arresters
protect against high voltage transients on the line if you are away
whena storm cemes and your radio is still plugged in.

S Logically since mcst damage radie aquipment results frem strikes
on the power lines (you did install that grounding ce-ax switch -
didn't yeu). if you are haje during a really bad stearm yank the pliugs
out of the wall.

Finally, te estimate the dlstance you are frem a thunderclap -
yake the number of seconds between the flash and the bang - divide
by 5 equals appraximate distance in miles.

Geod luck and happy hamming.

Glenn VE3CGU (President - Editer)
ceurtesy of the Bluewater Radin Dlub
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